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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Peter Papas on 6/28/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification: 

The amendment to the specification set forth in the preliminary amendment of 
9/1 7/2003 on page 2 only has been canceled. 

In the specification, page 1 , line 4, the sentence - - This application is a divisional 
of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/645,639, filed August 24, 2000, now U.S. 
Patent No. 6,720,052. - - 

In the claims: 

In claim 21 , at the beginning of line 2, before "a multilayer" the term "though" has 
been deleted and the term - - through - - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 21 , line 2, after "multilayer rigid" and before "container body" the term - - 
beverage - - has been inserted. 

In claim 21 , at the end of line 5, after "a water soluble" the phrase - - gas barrier - 
- has been inserted. 
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In claim 21, line 6, after "compound" and before "the permeability" the phrase 
"capable of reducing" has been deleted and the phrase - - which reduces - - has been 
inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 21 , line 7, after "evaporating the water" and before "a top coat" the 
phrase ", so as to form" has been deleted and the phrase - - thereby forming - - has 
been inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 21 , lines 7-8, after "oxide barrier layer" and before "the pinholes" the 
phrase "at least partially disposed in" has been deleted and the phrase - - wherein the 
top coat substantially fills - - has been inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 39, line 6, after "water soluble" and before "compound" the phrase - - gas 
barrier - - has been inserted. 

In claim 39, line 6, after "compound" and before "the permeability" the phrase 
"capable of reducing" has been deleted and the phrase - - which reduces - - has been 
inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 39, line 8, after "evaporating the water, " and before £i a top coat" the 
phrase "so as to form" has been deleted and the phrase - - and thereby - - has been 
inserted in place thereof. 

In claim 39, lines 8-9, after "barrier layer" and before "the pinholes" the phrase "at 
least partially disposed in" has been deleted and the phrase - - wherein the top coat 
substantially fills - - has been inserted in place thereof. 



Application/Control Number: 10/664,292 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1772 

In claim 39, line 9, after "pinholes and" and before "the water soluble" the term 
"comprising" has been deleted and the term - - comprises - - has been inserted in place 
thereof. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With regard to instant claims 21 and 39, the prior art does not teach a method for 
reducing the permeability of vapor or gas.through a multilayer rigid beverage container 
body comprising a polymeric base layer and an inorganic oxide gas barrier layer having 
pinholes on the base layer the method comprising applying to the barrier layer an 
aqueous solution comprising water and a water soluble gas barrier compound which 
forms a top coat, wherein the top coat substantially fills the pinholes and the top coat 
comprises the water soluble compound. 

The closest prior art is Kaiho et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,528,234) and Akao et al. 
(EP Patent Application 0 507 351 A2) both references were provided by applicant in the 
IDS of 12/8/2003. Kaiho et al. disclose a method for forming a transparent laminate 
used for food packaging comprising a polymeric base layer, an inorganic oxide barrier 
layer and a top coat comprising a water soluble compound (column 1 , lines 4-6, column 
3, line 60 through column 4, line 43). Akao et al. teach a method of forming a package 
for use in packaging for photosensitive materials comprising a polymeric base layer, a 
metallic barrier layer and a water soluble top coat (page 6, line 49 through page 7, line 
28). Neither reference teaches a method for reducing the permeability of vapor or 



Application/Control Number: 10/664,292 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1772 

gas.through a multilayer rigid beverage container, the method comprising applying to 
the barrier layer an aqueous solution comprising water and a water soluble gas barrier 
compound which forms a top coat, wherein the top coat substantially fills the pinholes 
and the top coat comprises the water soluble compound 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Miggins whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1494. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday; 1:30-10:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pyon Harold can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



June 28, 2004 





